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Aug. 5 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1999

Statement on Senate Confirmation of United States Ambassador and
Permanent Representative to the United Nations
August 5, 1999

I am deeply gratified that the Senate has ap-
proved Ambassador Richard C. Holbrooke’s
nomination to be the U.S. Ambassador and Per-
manent Representative to the United Nations.
I am grateful to Ambassador Holbrooke for his
commitment to public service and especially for
his willingness to persevere through the con-
firmation process.

Vice President Gore, Secretary Albright, and
I welcome him back to our foreign policy team.
With the U.N. facing significant challenges in

Kosovo, Iraq, Africa, and elsewhere, Ambassador
Holbrooke is the right person to lead our efforts
at the U.N. He will play a key role in working
with the Congress to meet our obligations and
to secure needed reforms at the United Nations.

Since he joined the Foreign Service 37 years
ago, Ambassador Holbrooke has served our Na-
tion with distinction in Asia, Africa, and Europe.
I am confident that he will represent the United
States with dedication.

Statement on Administration Action on Steel Imports
August 5, 1999

Many steelworkers and communities are expe-
riencing continuing hardship as a result of last
year’s sharp rise in steel imports. I am deter-
mined to continue taking forceful action to ad-
dress the unfair trade practices that have con-
tributed significantly to this crisis. But from the
start, we have maintained that we must do it
the right way. We must ensure that our actions
are consistent with our commitment to open
markets and respect for international trade rules,
just as we insist that other countries do the
same. My administration has executed a strategy
of vigorous, timely enforcement of our trade
laws and direct high-level engagement with
major steel exporting nations. These actions have
cut imports to pre-crisis levels.

Now, we must ensure that imports remain
at pre-crisis levels and give the industry a
chance to regain its competitiveness—even as
we put in place measures to prevent any recur-
rence. Today I am releasing a steel action plan

containing a number of measures to identify and
address factors that pose continuing risks for
the health and vitality of U.S. steel communities
and companies and the U.S. economy. These
include a systematic analysis of foreign subsidies
and market-distorting trade barriers for steel and
steel inputs, an international conference on un-
fair practices that support economically unjustifi-
able production capacity, bilateral discussions
with key steel exporters to ensure that they play
by the rules of fair trade and eliminate market-
distorting subsidies, working with the inter-
national financial institutions to eliminate sub-
sidies for steel production, enhancing our ability
to detect incipient import surges before they
happen, and strengthened enforcement of our
trade laws.

I will continue to work with steelworkers, the
steel industry, and Members of Congress to at-
tack unfair trade practices around the world.

Statement on Proposed Legislation Advancing the New Markets Initiative
August 5, 1999

Not long ago I invited CEO’s and other busi-
ness leaders to join me in visiting new markets

across the country to highlight economic oppor-
tunities and to emphasize the need for greater
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